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Welcome
WELCOME TO SAXILBY CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
This prospectus has been put together to help you gain
an understanding of how our school is organised, and
to appreciate the exciting opportunities on offer to
children in our care. All schools have their own
distinctive ‘feel’, which makes each one unique. We
believe that the special feel at Saxilby Primary is to do
with our caring, friendly atmosphere. Our school
continues to develop in many exciting ways, providing
an even more enriching experience for our pupils.
We are extremely proud of our school. Staff, supported by governors, work hard to deliver a rich and
challenging curriculum; to prepare children for future education; and to help them acquire the skills and
enthusiasm needed to pursue learning for the rest of their lives.
Our most recent SIAMS Church School Inspection described the school as ‘an outstandingly joyful and
compassionate school where clear Christian values are well rooted within the life of the school and
complement the school’s motto of “Act, Believe, Succeed.” They also identified that “relationships
between all members of the school community are particularly robust. Love and consideration are at
the core of how adults and children treat each other. This is particularly seen in the mutual respect and
value that staff and children have for each other. As one child said, ‘The best thing about this school is
that all the teachers respect your opinion.’ (SIAMS Report September 2017)
The best way to find out about our school is to come and visit, to see us in action and meet staff and
children. A telephone call to the school office on 01522 702669 is all that is needed to arrange this.
We look forward to welcoming you to our school, and to a happy and successful partnership with all our
new children and families.

Catherine Stratton
Headteacher

Penny Davies
Chair of Governors
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Our School Vision and Values
Our School Moto

Act, Believe , Succeed
Our School Vision

Within our church school family, children will be empowered
to achieve personal excellence and fulfilment with the self
belief, knowledge, skills and understanding to lead a positive
and purposeful role in an ever changing global community.
The Aims of the School

Saxilby School LEARNS together.
Learn and develop spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding in a safe, creative
and vibrant environment.
Empower our children to develop adaptable and transferrable skills.
Achieve open and welcoming partnerships between home, school, children and
community.
Respect and embrace Christian values and provide opportunities for worship and to
celebrate diversity.
Nurture and celebrate individual development and achievement and pursue
excellence.
Succeed in reaching our full potential.
Our School Values

-

Perseverance
Respect
Service
Thankfulness
Trust
Truthfulness

-

Compassion
Courage
Forgiveness
Friendship
Generosity
Justice
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We believe children will achieve these
aims by experiencing:

To ensure we meet our aims, we:

 Shall give high priority to well-being for all
 A safe, secure, stimulating and inclusive
learning environment
 A broad, balanced, child-centred
curriculum which reflects the community
in which we live, work and the wider world
 High quality creative teaching which
supports and challenges all learners
 An ethos which is underpinned by
Christian values
 An opportunity to reflect upon their own
and others’ beliefs, cultures and values
 A learning partnership between school,
parents, carers, governors and the
community
 Challenging, age appropriate
opportunities to develop spiritual, moral,
social and mental well being

 Place safeguarding at the forefront of all
we do
 Regularly evaluate the effectiveness of
teaching, learning and the personal
progress of every child
 Have a coherent and relevant programme
of professional development for all staff
 Ensure learning resources are up to date
and financial resources are well managed
 Provide opportunities for children to
explore Christian beliefs, morals and
values through both teaching and
educational visits
 Provide opportunities for children to
express their views
 Celebrate children’s achievements and
attendance
 Through good communication with
parents/carers, governors and the
community, involve them in school life
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Organisation
Young Explorers
Reception

Early Years Foundation
Stage

Year 1
Year 2

Key Stage 1

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5

Key Stage 2

Year 6

Our intake number has been set by the Governing Body and the Local Authority as 50.
Class structures are flexible and are adapted annually according to the needs of the school at the
beginning of each new school year.

Classes for 2018-19:
Young Explorers and Reception – Pre-School and Reception children
Class Italy - Year 1 children
Class Austria – Year 1 children
Class France- Year 1 2 children
Class Spain- Year 2 children
Class Canada- Year 3 children
Class South Africa – Year 4 children
Class Kenya - Year 3 and 4 children
Class Jamaica- Year 6 Children
Class Australia- Year 5 and 6 Children
Class USA- Year 5 Children
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Staffing
Everyone who works at Saxilby Church of England Primary School has an important part to play
and is a valued member of staff.
Headteacher

Mrs Catherine Stratton

Deputy Headteacher Mrs Rachael Eastham (Y5/Y6 Class Teacher)
Miss Jess Orritt

EYFS Teacher & EYFS Leader / TLR

Mrs Sarah Allen

Y5/Y6 Class Teacher & UKS2 Leader / TLR

Miss Alice Beveridge

Y2 Class Teacher & KS1 Leader /TLR

Miss Beth Coupe

Y4 Class Teacher & LKS2 Leader / TLR

Mrs Jilly Hicks

Y2 Class Teacher / SENCO

Mrs Theresa Miller

EYFS Class Teacher

Miss Hannah Dray

Class Teacher

Miss Lauren Wilson

Y1 Class Teacher

Miss Sam Watters

Y1 Class Teacher

Miss Charlotte Wharton Y3/4 Class Teacher
Mr Gary Otter

Y3 Class Teacher

Mrs Emma King

Y5 Class Teacher

Teaching Assistants
Mrs Debs Wilkinson
Mrs Marie-Claire Barwell
Mrs Debby Furnish
Mrs Di Brickwood
Mrs Helen Phelan
Miss Laura Bee
Mrs Jo Turner

Mrs Lisa Wardle
Mrs Jenny Wilkinson
Mrs Jo Barlow
Mrs Hazel Goodrich
Miss Ellie Eyre
Mrs Katie Hollamby
Mrs Gemma Williams

Saxilby Kids Club Team
Mrs Sally Anne Burgess
Miss Ellie Eyre
Mrs Nikola Sneddon
School Business Manager Mrs Deby Doran
Office Team

Mrs Kerry Baker

Caretaker

Mr Tom Gray

Mr Tom King
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The School Day
8.40 Gates Open
8.50-9.00 Line up , Enter school and Registration
10.30 – 10.45 Breaktime
12.00 – 1.00 Lunchtime for EYFS & KS1
12.15-1.15

Lunchtime for KS2

3.25 End of School Day

Children should arrive at school and unless
otherwise requested they should stay on the
playground until the classrooms doors are opened
at 8.50am. Following entry into school registration
takes place and the teaching day begins.

Breakfast Club
A Breakfast Club is available from 7.45am where
children are offered a choice of breakfast cereals
or toast. Places need to be booked in advance
with offcie or directly with the Kids club leader.

Breaktimes
At break, Years R, 1 and 2 are supplied with a
range of free fruit. Under 5s are also supplied with
a third of a pint of milk each day, which is also free
of charge.

Lunchtimes and School Meals
At lunch time children may order a hot meal, bring
a packed lunch or go home for lunch. Lunches are
cooked in school and are FREE OF CHARGE TO
ALL CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 2.
Meals need to be ordered via the Cygnett website
a week in advance. Guidance for doing this can be
found on our website or our office staff will be
happy to assist with this. Cygnet provide a menu
for each term.
Children bringing a packed lunch should have a
named lunch box and if a drink is needed please
make sure that this is in a leak proof container.
Fizzy drinks, sweets and chocolate bars are not
permitted.
The Midday Supervisory assistants look after the
children during the lunch break under the
supervision of the Headteacher.
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Attendance

Term Dates
These can be found on our school website and
via the Lincolnshire County Council website at
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/parents/schools/a
t-school/term-times-and-holidays/27358.article

Closures
School will be closed on the above dates in the
forthcoming school year and also in the event of
an extreme emergency such as :1. Extreme weather conditions, e.g.
roads

blocked

2. No power, e.g. cables down
For up to date information on school closures
please tune into Radio Lincolnshire or LincsFM
during periods of severe weather. Please note
that the staff will do their utmost to keep the school
open except in extreme weather conditions or if
the school is untenable for the children.

Absence from School
Regular attendance is central to raising standards
in education and to ensuring all pupils can fulfil
their potential. Missing out on lessons leaves
children vulnerable to falling behind. Children with
poor attendance tend to achieve less well in both
primary and secondary school. The Government
issued new guidance on attendance in June 2013,
including the taking of family holidays during term
time.
The current law does not give any
entitlement to parents to take their child on holiday
during term time. Any application for leave must
be in exceptional circumstances and the
headteacher must be satisfied that the
circumstances warrant the granting of leave. The
School’s Attendance Policy is available to
download on our website.
If your child is absent through sickness or any
unavoidable cause, please could you inform the
school by telephone in the first instance. This
absence constitutes an authorised absence.

Returning to School after an Illness
Children returning to school after illness should
clearly be fit to do so and free from infection.
Please err on the side of caution when making a
decision about your child returning to school.
Children should be fit to participate in all school
activities, including games and playtime. Injury
and asthma are of course exceptions. If in doubt,
the school is happy to advise.
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Inclusion and Equality
At Saxilby Church of England Primary School
we are committed to ensuring equality of
education and opportunity for all pupils, staff,
parents and carers receiving services from the
school, irrespective of race, gender, disability,
faith or religion or socioeconomic background.
We aim to develop a culture of inclusion and
diversity in which all those connected to the
school feel proud of their identity and able to
participate fully in school life.

We implement accessibility plans, which are
aimed at:
•

•

The school recognises it has to make special
efforts to ensure that all groups prosper
including:
•



Boys and girls, men and women



All minority ethnic groups including
travellers, refugees and asylum
seekers



Pupils or families with different
religions or beliefs



Pupils and others with special
educational



needs



Pupils and others with a range of
disabilities



Children who are looked after and their
carers



Children or staff who are gay or
lesbian

Increasing the extent to
which disabled pupils can
participate in the curriculum.
Improving the physical
environment of the school to
enable disabled pupils to take
better advantage of education,
benefits, facilities and services
provided.
Improving the availability of
accessible information to
disabled pupils.

The achievement of pupils is monitored by race,
gender and disability and we use this data to
support pupils, raise standards and ensure
inclusive teaching. We tackle discrimination by
the positive promotion of equality, challenging
bullying and stereotypes and creating an
environment which champions respect for all.
As a school we believe that diversity is a
strength, which should be respected and
celebrated by all those who learn, teach and
visit us.
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Safeguarding

Behaviour

Saxilby Church of England Primary School
is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and
expects all staff and volunteers to share in
this commitment.
Staff work hard to
maintain an environment where children
feel safe and secure. The curriculum is
designed to ensure opportunities for
children to develop the skills they need to
recognise danger and stay safe. Children
know that they can approach any of the
adults in school if they are worried and that
they will receive a consistent supportive
response.

The school expects every member of the school
community to behave in a considerate way
towards others. We treat all children fairly and
apply our behaviour policy in a consistent way.
Our aim is to help children to grow in a safe and
secure environment, and to become positive,
responsible and increasingly independent
members of the school community.

In recognising our responsibilities for
Safeguarding and Child Protection, as a
school we:

• teachers congratulate children;











Have
clear staff recruitment selection
procedures,
ensuring that all staff
(including volunteers) who have
unsupervised access to children, have
been appropriately checked
for their
suitability through the DBS procedure.
Aim to raise
awareness of child
protection issues and equip children with
the skills needed to keep themselves
safe.
Develop and
implement procedures
for identifying and reporting cases, or
suspected cases of abuse.
Support children where necessary in
accordance with his/her child protection
plan.
Establish a safe and nurturing
environment free from discrimination or
bullying where children can learn and
develop happily.

If you would like to know more about our policy
or procedures for Safeguarding, please speak
to Catherine Stratton, Headteacher who is our
Designated Safeguarding Officer.

The school rewards good behaviour, as it
believes that this will develop an ethos of
kindness and cooperation.
We praise and reward children for good
behaviour in a variety of ways:

• each week we nominate children for our
Shine Celebration for their behaviour, attitude
to learning or attitude towards others;
• each child nominated is congratulated in the
school assembly and the details published in
the weekly school newsletter;
• all classrooms use a scaled system of
planets, with children starting afresh every day
and moving up and down the planets
according to their behaviour;
• Children can be sent to the headteacher for
special recognition of personal success.
• Praise texts and messages sent to
parents/carers

We expect parents to work closely with the
school in implementing this policy.
The
behaviour of the children at our school is
excellent and this is down to the high
expectations set at school and supported at
home.
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Catering for the Needs of all Children
At Saxilby Church of England Primary School
we believe that every child is unique and
special, and we aim to provide a broad and
balanced curriculum for all.
We are
committed to developing cultures, policies and
practices that are inclusive.
We have systems to identify when children
have barriers affecting their learning and tailor
specific interventions to enable pupils to
overcome their barriers. This practice of
personalising learning applies to all pupils
across the learning spectrum and for
academically more able pupils this means
provision of greater challenge as well as
opportunities to attend events to develop their
particular talents.
Children succeed highly at our school in many
aspects.
Excellence is encouraged and
celebrated. Children leave Saxilby Primary
School highly literate and numerate. Work is
well planned, challenging and differentiated
appropriately and the whole-school curriculum
is planned to provide exciting and creative
learning opportunities.
Expectations are
consistently high across the school and
children are encouraged to be independent
thinkers and learners, and to have enquiring
minds.
Where children are identified as needing
additional learning or behavioural support, the
school adheres to the local offer for SEND, as
displayed on our website. We ensure that each
child’s needs are individually and appropriately

catered for, and that any relevant outside
agencies are involved in providing guidance
and support.
Through assessments and/or observations a
teacher may feel a child needs to be placed on
the Special Needs Register. With support from
the Special Educational Needs (SEND) Coordinator, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) is
written for the child identifying key targets as
part of a special Record of Achievement.
These targets are shared with parents and the
child, and are reviewed regularly to assess
pupil progress.
The SEND Co-ordinator is responsible for
supporting,
planning
and
monitoring
interventions and IEP reviews. This monitoring
is used to ensure systems are effective and
impact positively on pupil progress.
Following discussion with parents and carers,
pupils may be placed onto the SEN Register at
some point in their school career. For many,
this involves a short burst of targeted
intervention which may lead to them being
removed again, while for others the support
process is a longer one. In all cases our aim is
to provide the very best education for pupils,
allowing all children to fully achieve their
potential.
Our Policy for Inclusion and Special
Educational Needs and Disability can be
accessed via the school’s website.
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Useful Information
School Uniform

Swimming (KS2 only)

What a child wears to school reflects his/her
learning. It also portrays the school’s ethos and
shared positive values. We have a smart but
simple uniform that we encourage all pupils to
wear.

Trunks or one piece swimsuit (not
Bermuda shorts-they hold too much
water);

Daily Wear:

Towel - all named please

Saxilby School Sweatshirt (red) or red
cardigan or jumper
Saxilby School polo shirt or plain white,
navy or red polo shirt
Plain dark trousers or skirt

Swimming cap;

Please note:




Plain dark socks or dark tights




Low heeled dark footwear



Summer Option:

Every item of clothing must be clearly named
PE kit should always be kept at school in a
suitable, named PE bag
Swimwear should be brought into school in a
suitable, named waterproof bag
High fashion clothing will not be permitted
High heels are not allowed on Health and
Safety grounds
Jewellery, other than watches, is not
permitted and studs or sleepers only are to
be worn in pierced ears.

Red gingham check dress
Plain dark shorts
Plain neutral colour sock
P.E.
It is important for pupils to wear correct clothing
for physical activities. Jewellery must not be worn
for sporting activities and long hair should be tied
back.
White T shirt
Navy blue shorts/skirt
Navy blue/black tracksuit bottoms and top
Black/grey/white socks
Plimsolls for indoor work, trainers for
outside work

The School and Lincolnshire County Council
cannot accept responsibility for the loss of any
property from the School premises or grounds at
any time.

Sun Protection
During warm summer months all children should
have a named sun hat in school which they will be
encouraged to wear when playing outside.
School staff are not permitted to apply sun cream
to children, but we would ask that you apply a long
lasting sunscreen before school in sunny weather.
Children may reapply their own sun cream which
must be provided in a clearly named container.

Coat (winter) or showerproof cagoule or
similar
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Lost Property

Medicines

Naming all items reduces the risk! Any items of
lost property are put in ‘Lost Property Boxes’- if
your child has lost something then please check
these. We do keep lost property for a reasonable
period of time; but it is often difficult to identify
items that are not named. Displays of lost
property are made at the end of each term.

The school has responsibility for the safety and
welfare of pupils and regularly reviews
arrangements to ensure that the medical needs of
the pupils are met at school.

Healthy Eating
Different
teaching
styles
and
learning
opportunities are offered to pupils to develop their
awareness and understanding of healthier eating
and basic food safety practices.

Snack Time
You may like your child to have a mid-morning
snack. We welcome fruit and vegetables, and
would ask you not to send your child with
chocolate, crisps or sweets of any kind.
Children in the Foundation Stage and KS1 are
provided with fruit every day as part of the National
Fruit Scheme.

Water
All children are encouraged to bring water into
school daily, in a spill-proof plastic bottle that they
can take home at night to rinse and refill.

There may be times when children attending
school need to take medication. Any such
medicines needed by a child during the school day
should be brought to school in the smallest
practicable amount by the parent/carer, not the
pupil, and be delivered personally to the school
office. These medicines must be in the original
bottle/ packaging in which prescribed, clearly
labelled with the:
•

Pupil’s name

•

Contents

•

Dosage

•

Date

Parents will be asked to complete a written
request for the school to administer medication.
Medicines in school are kept in a locked cupboard
or in a refrigerator, away from the pupils. A record
is kept of all medicines administered.
Asthma inhalers are prescribed medication and
parents are asked to complete a Parent Request
Form on their child’s entry into school.
As children may need immediate access to their
inhaler (Blue Relievers) they are kept on the
child’s person or in a safe and readily accessible
place. Inhalers should be taken to sporting events
and used prior to or during exercise if an episode
of asthma occurs.
Parents are encouraged to provide the school with
full information about their child’s medical needs
so that staff can exercise appropriate levels of
care.
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Intimate Care

Smoking

From time to time a child may have a toileting
accident at school. In the majority of cases this
will result in a member of staff, usually their own
teacher or teaching assistant, supporting them.
The child will be given verbal support/instructions
to manage their own personal hygiene.
If
necessary, minimal physical support (for example
with girl’s tights) will be given. Wet or soiled
clothes will be contained in a carrier bag and sent
home at the end of the day. In a small number of
cases, you may be telephoned and asked to come
to school to either support your child or to provide
equipment/clothing as required.

We operate a no-smoking policy - please do not
smoke anywhere within the school grounds.

Money
Please ensure that all monies sent to school are
in a sealed envelope marked with your child’s
name, amount and the purpose of the money. All
monies should be given to the class teaching
assistant or handed in to the school office.

If your child has a medical condition resulting in a
toileting issue, this will be discussed on an
individual basis and actions to be taken agreed
together.

Accidents
Should your child have an accident in school it will
be dealt with in the first instance by a member of
staff trained in First Aid.
If the accident is more serious we will contact you,
discus the accident/illness with you when your
child is collected or, if necessary, call the
emergency services.
All accidents are entered into an accident record
which is kept on the premises.

Emergency Contact Information
It is of vital importance that we have a contact
number for your child in case of emergency.
The school needs your telephone number
(including a mobile number) if you have one and a
further number (neighbour, grandparent or work)
in case we are unable to contact you at home.
Should these telephone numbers change at any
time please let us know immediately.
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Parents in Partnership
We welcome parents and carers into Saxilby
Church of England Primary School believing
we are partners in the education of your
children.
There are many opportunities for parents to
become involved in the life of the school and
to gain a greater understanding of its work.
Parents’ support and expertise
can be used
in many ways and is greatly valued. Police
checks and DBS checks are carried out on
all adults working in school.
If you are able to help, please talk to your
child’s teacher.

Communication with Parents
We communicate with parents and carers in
various ways, for example through our
newsletter, questionnaires, Parent Mail,
workshops and the school website. Parents
are regularly invited to assemblies, and to
Parents’ Evenings each term. Every year
parents and others are invited to attend our
Annual Open Day and Sports Day as well as
children’s performances. A new Parent Voice
group has recently been established as an
open forum to voice ideas and parental
opinions.
Staff will always be happy to meet with
parents and carers to share any concerns.
The school has a Home School Agreement to
support the partnership between home and
school, and foster shared dialogue. Parents
and others are involved in policy development
through consultation and working parties.
The School’s website has a wealth of
information including our weekly newsletter,
class pages and copies of key policies.

Saxilby PTA
Saxilby PTA exists to support the life and work
of the School and is open to all members of the
school community.
The Association provides invaluable support to
the school through organising many social and
fundraising events involving parents and the
wider local community. Money raised provides
extra facilities and equipment for the pupils.
The group holds regular meetings in school,
with dates and details published in the
newsletter. They identify long and short-term
projects for its fundraising; which enables us to
buy ‘special’ extras to enhance pupils’ school
experience. The PTA need the support of
parents to ensure it is able to continue to enrich
the lives of children. As a member of our school
community we hope you will be able to add
your support to the work of the Association.

Become a School Governor
The Governing
Body of
the school is
made up of people from
a
variety
of
backgrounds. The school governors are a
group of individuals, who are elected,
nominated or co-opted and are representative
of parents and staff, the Church, the Local
Authority and the local community. School
Governors work with the Headteacher and are
responsible for setting the strategic direction of
the school. Meetings are held at least once
each term and committees meet in addition to
main body meetings. If you are interested in
becoming a school governor, please contact
the Headteacher to find out about any
vacancies and ask for a Governor’s Information
Pack.

Parent Helpers
We welcome parents to work alongside the staff in school and such involvement is invaluable for all concerned. There is an open invitation for
parents to let us know when they can come and how they can help.
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All volunteers working in school are required to have an enhanced Disclosure & Barring Service check (formerly Criminal Records Bureau or
CRB).

Joining the School
Admissions
Pre-school children are invited to visit and spend time in the Early Years classroom during the term
before they are due to start school. A meeting for parents and staff is also arranged during the
Summer term.
By law children must start statutory education full time at the beginning of the term following their fifth
birthday. Where admission is offered prior to compulsory school age, parents may defer their child’s
entry into school until later in that academic year.
For community and voluntary controlled schools, children born between 1st September and 31st August
will start school full time at the beginning of the Autumn term before their fifth birthday.
For pupils entering any other Year group in September or indeed at any other time of the year, parents
with their children are most welcome to visit the school and to discuss placements by prior
appointment with the Headteacher. An application must then be made to the Admissions at County
Offices who make the final decision.
Application booklets and procedures are available from the school office.

Starting School for the First Time
Starting school is a very important time for you, your child and the school. We all need to work together
to make the transition smooth and rewarding.
In the term prior to their entry, pupils are invited into school for visits. This will help them become
familiar with the surroundings and routines of school. During this period, there will be meetings for
parents to discuss our partnership with you and talk about any concerns you might have. The staff
from the foundation stage will also carry out a home visit prior to starting.
Pupils will be admitted to Saxilby Church of England Primary School in the September of the academic
year in which they are five. The Early Years Curriculum is grounded in active learning. Through
practical activities, purposeful play and talk, pupils develop an understanding of the world and the
basic concepts they will need for their later learning. Parents can play a major role in fostering good
attitudes to learning, developing language skills and promoting good behaviour.
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their
potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age
five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important
in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children
need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all Early Years’ providers must
meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes
teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of
knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and
life.
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At Saxilby we value the potential of home-school links and make every effort to involve parents in the
learning and development of their child. At the start of each new school year, class teachers run
workshops about the curriculum and how parents can help their child at home. We also collate our
ongoing assessment on Tapestry, an online assessment tool which can be accessed and added to
by parents at home.

Joining the School Later on
Sometimes children join the school later on in their school life. We make every effort to ensure they
are welcomed, looked after, and monitored so that they quickly make friends and can find their way
around the school. Teachers give children time to settle in before making an assessment of their
academic abilities. This assessment, together with records from the previous school, will enable your
child to have the best start in our school. Parents and carers are asked to contact the school if their
child has difficulty settling.
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Early Years Foundation Stage
The Reception Curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all Early Years Providers must
meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes
teaching and learning to ensure children's ‘school readiness' and gives children the broad range of
knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and
life.
There are four overarching principles that shape the EYFS. These are:






Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident
and self-assured;
Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;
Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond
to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents
and/or carers;
Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers the
education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special
educational needs and disabilities.

The areas of learning and development
Within these overarching principles of the EYFS, there are seven areas of learning and development
which shape the educational programmes at Saxilby. Three of these areas are particularly crucial for
igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning; and for building their capacity to learn; form
relationships and thrive. These three prime areas are:




Communication and Language;
Physical development;
Personal, Social and Emotional development.

Alongside these prime areas, we also support children in four specific areas, through which the three
prime areas are strengthened and applied. These specific areas are:




Literacy;
Mathematics;
Understanding the World;
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The National Curriculum
We aim to prepare children fully for life in modern Britain through our broad, balanced curriculum and our
strong ethos underpinned by Christian values promoting spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
We have developed a creative, topic-based curriculum that successfully offers a wide range of
developmental opportunities that will meet the individual development of all the children in our care.
The structure of the National Curriculum 2014 is as follows:

Core and Foundation Subjects
These subjects are taught wherever
possible within our topics. We follow
National Curriculum guidelines; full
details can be found by following the
links on our school website.
The foreign language taught in Key
Stage 2 is French.
Religious Education is
compulsory in all key stages.

16

English
The teaching of English is based on the revised English programme of study,
and children will be taught an English lesson most days of the school year.
This covers core teaching and learning in:


Spoken language



Reading - including word reading (sight word and decoding skills) and comprehension



Writing - including transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and
structuring them in speech and writing)

The aims of English in the national curriculum include ensuring that all children:


read easily, fluently and with good understanding



develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information



acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for
reading, writing and spoken language



appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage



write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts,
purposes and audiences



use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding
and ideas



are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to
others and participating in debate.

The English programme of study outlines the core expectations for each year group from Year 1, Year 2, Year
3/4 and Year 5/6 as the average expectation for the majority of children in.
Children begin their reading in school through building up their phonics, the core building blocks of reading. We
use ‘Read, Write Inc' as the main programme to guide early phonic development. The children then learn to
read progressively through our colour coded reading scheme, using a wide variety of books from different
schemes such as Oxford Reading Tree. Children do not race through these books but build their confidence
and ability through repetition and consolidation of the many words they are adding to their core vocabulary.
We encourage parents to read regularly with their children at home, as this skill is at the heart of a child’s
abilities in so much of the rest of their learning. We support this in school through a progressive range of colour
coded reading books; children develop reading skills through Group Reading sessions in school and one-to-one
reading where needed. Children should always have access to all sorts of reading materials both at home and
at school. Listening to your child read, reading to them and sharing a love of reading with them are all very
important.
We also encourage parents to help children with their writing development, from early mark making through
early letter formation and the development of hand writing skills, and then with the practising of writing in different
styles.
In English sessions in school, children are able to work at their own level and pace, and they progress well.
Personalised targets as well as regular verbal and written feedback are used to help children understand the
next steps in their learning and these are celebrated and rewarded in assemblies.
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Foreign Languages
French is taught in Key Stage 2
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:






understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources
speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating
what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually
improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation
can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of
grammatical structures that they have learnt
discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and
writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical
structures and vocabulary.
The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical communication.

Mathematics
Thinking mathematically is a key life skill. At Saxilby, pupils are encouraged to think creatively in
order to develop their skills in Mathematics.
We base our Maths learning around the new National Curriculum objectives, ensuring that
fluency, reasoning and problem solving skills are developed in every learning opportunity.
We aim to ensure that:
All children are confident in Mathematics.
Every individual’s potential is recognised in Mathematics: Pupils are encouraged to make mistakes,
persevere and overcome misconceptions.
Every individual is confident using mathematical language to reason, discuss problems and
solutions.
Every individual is confident communicating and using a wide range of strategies and methods to
problem solve.
Mathematics skills and knowledge are used and drawn upon in many contexts.
Every individual is aware of the value and uses of Mathematics beyond the classroom.
Whole School Objectives
Develop an understanding of numbers and the number system.
Develop a love of Mathematics and creative thinking.
Develop an ability to use and apply Mathematics skills across the curriculum.
To recognise Mathematics and mathematical thinking as a life skill.
Key objectives for each year group are listed on our website.
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Science
Science in the national curriculum has the following aims, for children to:




develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of
biology, chemistry and physics (though not necessarily understanding these specific terms initially)
develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different types
of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them
are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of
science, today and for the future

The science curriculum is divided into these two key areas:
1. Scientific enquiry or working scientifically - understanding how to explore and investigate all aspects
of science; understanding the nature, processes and methods of science (this strand of science runs
across all other specific strands)
2. Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding on a variety of scientific themes as follows:




Years 1/2: plants, animals (including humans), everyday materials and their uses, seasonal
changes, living things and their habitats;
Years 3/4: plants, animals (including humans - nutrition, skeletons, muscles), rocks and soils,
states of matter, light and sound, forces and magnets, electricity, living things and their habitats
Years 5/6: animals (including humans - ages and stages, and evolution and inheritance),
properties and changes of materials, earth in space, forces, living things and their habitats, light,
electricity.

Our youngest children learn about Science first hand; through play activities inside and outside the
classroom. They learn to look out for similarities and differences and patterns and change in nature.
They learn to appreciate the natural world and develop an understanding of life cycles.
This is then built on through the rest of the school, as we seek to keep children naturally inquisitive
and excited about the world around them, as they try to make sense of things and understanding
scientific processes and principles.
We try to make our science fun by including much experimentation and first hand practical work,
where children can test out their own scientific ideas and experiments.

Sex Education
Sex and Relationships Education is taught throughout the school. It is taught both as a discrete subject
and as an integral part of the curriculum through subjects such as Science, P.E. and PSHE.
In our long term planning we have identified learning outcomes which have been designed to match
pupils’ age, ability, gender and maturity.
Sex and Relationships Education will normally be taught to pupils in whole class groups. However,
there may be occasions when it is more appropriate to teach elements in single sex groups in which
case this would be done.
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Design and Technology
Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject with the following aims - to
ensure children:





develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks
confidently, and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world;
build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make
high quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users
critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others
understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook

This area of the curriculum involves children in looking at a variety of objects and themes, being
creative in coming up with their own designs, making things based on their design and evaluating their
success along the way. These projects can lead children in making all kinds of wonderful things!
The core process is to design, make and evaluate while learning key skills and technical knowledge.
Design Technology (DT) projects are often linked to class topics and learning is often ‘blocked’ so that
a particular project may be developed over several consecutive days.
Younger children develop their DT skills through child-initiated activities of cutting, gluing, joining and
creating. They are taught to review their own work and consider ways to overcome problems they
have met along the way.
Older children will work in groups, or individually, on careful development of their design ideas. They
seek to apply these in a range of challenging tasks using a range of materials and processes. A
significant time is given to the evaluation of what they create so that the quality of their work can be
improved each subsequent time.
Cooking and nutrition is a newer aspect of the curriculum, where children need to use basic principles
of nutrition in a healthy and varied diet, and gain a deeper understanding of where food comes from,
including an understanding of seasonality. They also learn basic cooking skills, using a variety of
techniques.
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Computing
Computing has links with virtually all other areas of learning, but also has some defined strands in its
own right too. It used to be called Information and Communications Technology (ICT) but is now called
Computing, to reflect the emphasis on computation, how digital systems work and how to put this
knowledge to use through programming - then how to use and apply the skills across all areas of
learning.
The key aims are to ensure that children:





can understand and apply fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including
abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation
can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing
computer programs in order to solve such problems
can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies,
analytically to solve problems
are responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication
technologies.

The use of computers has been a key part of recent educational development, and remains at the
heart of twenty-first century education, and we are eager to ensure that our use of computers in school
puts our children in a strong position for their future in a rapidly changing technology world.
We have interactive whiteboards projectors in every classroom, and teachers regularly use these for
many aspects of their teaching. They are also used by children as interactive tools for learning, as a
range of good quality applications are available for class use using this technology.
Across the school there are laptops, PCs, iPads and iPad minis. All these have access to our core
server and full internet through our whole school wireless network, and therefore allow flexible working
in classrooms and around the whole school building.
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History
In history we aim to give children an awareness of the past and how it was different from the
present, an understanding of the sequence of historical events and an ability to explore some of the
ways in which historians find out about the past.
The key aims for history are to ensure children:







know and understand the history of the British Isles, in a coherent and chronological narrative,
including how people's lives have shaped the nation and how Britain has influenced and been
influenced by the wider world
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world, including ancient
civilisations, expansion and dissolution of empires, characteristic features of past non-European
societies and achievements and follies of mankind
gain and use a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 'empire',
'civilisation', 'parliament' and 'peasantry'
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity and difference, significance - use these to make connections, analyse trends, frame
historical questions
understand methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence can be used to make historical
claims and make contrasting arguments
gain historical perspectives by placing their historical knowledge into different contexts

Initially children learn about general historical themes including changes in living memory, everyday
lives of people, famous men and women, change and developments over time, reasons for events,
and different interpretations of history.
In Key Stage 2 we teach specific historical periods at times, including:





changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age
the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
Britain's settlement by others (including Vikings, Anglo-Saxons and Scots), Aspects of themes in
British history since 1066 (such as features of Victorian Britain), Ancient Greece and Ancient
Egypt (or other early civilisation), and a non-European society that contrasts with British history
an aspect of our local history is also investigated.

Different aspects of history are taught in varying degrees of detail, and many are included within
broader themes, not necessarily being taught as discrete history units.

Geography
In the Geography curriculum, children learn a wide range of geographical skills to help them with their
studies of people and places, and geographical processes. They explore a variety of places in the
UK, Europe and the wider world.
The key aims are to ensure children:






develop knowledge of the location of globally significant places, including their physical and human
characteristics, and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of
processes
understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the
world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over
time
are competent in geographical skills needed to:
collect and analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through fieldwork that deepen
their understanding of geographical processes
interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
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communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical
and quantitative skills and writing at length.
The physical geography includes: basic features of places that make them distinct and known, climate
zones, biomes and vegetation regions, rivers and mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the
water cycle
The human geography includes different types of location and their key features, different types of
settlement and land use, economic activity and trade, and the distribution and use of our earth's
natural resources globally
The children explore different environments, and also aspects of environmental change and
sustainability.
We encourage children to investigate in geography, developing a range of skills including asking
questions, making descriptions, using maps, pictures and other information sources, fieldwork and
discussing issues. The children investigate their own locality, another area in the United Kingdom,
and another locality in a developing country. We also investigate rivers, weather and climate, mountain
environments, and environmental changes and conservation.

Religious Education and Collective Worship
Religious Education is held in accordance with the
Lincolnshire Agreed Syllabus, within which pupils will
study a particular unit of work over a number of weeks.
The themes touch many cultures and religions and
raise important issues of similarities and differences
between a range of cultures and beliefs. The themes
run through all year groups and are re-visited at
different levels throughout a child’s time with us.

Parents wishing to withdraw their child from R.E. lessons are free to do so and alternative provision
for their education will be made.
As a Church school, our daily act of Collective Worship is Christian in nature and follows a set theme
over each week covering Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural aspects. We encourage participation,
reflection and sometimes dramatic presentations.
Visiting speakers are a regular feature and add further interest and dimension. Some Acts of Worship
are in the school hall as a whole school or Key Stage , others take the form of worship within the
classroom and will be pitched to the needs of younger or older pupils as required. At the end of each
week, we include time to celebrate the pupils’ achievement in our Shine Assembly. As with Religious
Education, parents wishing to withdraw their child from the Daily Act of Worship, are free to do so.
From time to time the school will be called together for a general assembly and parents and other
members of the community are often invited to share these occasions e.g. Harvest time, Easter, End
of Year assembly, some of which will be held in the local Church.
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Physical Education and Sport
Physical Education is an important part of the curriculum at Saxilby Church of England School. The
Physical Education curriculum engages children in a variety of physical activities for around 2 hours
per week, plus additional sporting opportunities as extra-curricular clubs.
The key aims of Physical Education in the National Curriculum are to ensure children:





develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
are physically active for sustained periods of time
engage in competitive sports and activities
lead healthy, active lives
The main areas of our PE are:
1. Dance - creating and performing formal and creative dance sequences
2. Games - a range of team games and sport activities developing skills and tactics in mini-games
and applying their skills and competencies in more traditional sports and competitions
3. Gymnastics - developing the core skills of agility, balance and co-ordination; using these in creating
and performing fluent sequences on the floor and apparatus
4. Swimming (KS2 only)
5. Athletics - running, jumping and throwing activities

Art
Children of all ages enjoy working in a variety of media, including paint, pastels and chalks, collage,
clay, paper and paste construction, printing. Children learn to produce work in both 2D and 3D, and
in a variety of sizes. Art work is often, but not always, linked to the class topic.
The main aims of the programme of study for art and design are to ensure that children:





produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences;
become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques;
evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design;
know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural
development of their art forms
It is our aim that the children should have the opportunity to work with a variety of media and be able
to develop the techniques and skills needed for each. We have the facilities for drawing, painting,
collage, pottery, cookery, needlework and model making. Children are taught to use tools safely and
responsibly.
In art lessons, children are encouraged to explore different materials, styles and ideas, investigate
different purposes and uses of materials, and to observe, evaluate and appreciate their own and
others' art work including the work of famous artists.

24

Music
Our school provides opportunities for developing children’s ability to listen, compose, appreciate and
perform accurately a wide range of music using voice and instruments, through a programme of planned
music lessons and clubs.
Private drum, piano, violin lessons and guitar lessons are also available through the Music Service.
The main aims of the music curriculum are to ensure children:





perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and
traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians
learn to sing and to use their voices to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to
progress to the next level of musical excellence
Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical
notations.
Children are taught skills via four major musical strands:1. Performing Skills - controlling sounds through singing and playing
2. Composing Skills - creating and developing musical ideas
3. Appraising Skills - responding and reviewing
4. Listening Skills - listening to a variety of music and applying knowledge and understanding

Performing Arts
We put on a range of school productions across the year. Every Christmas the children in EYFS, KS1 and
Lower KS2 put on a Christmas Play. Year 5/6 students also produce a play at the end of the summer term
which is shared with parents and carers. Each class also do an assembly for parents to share their recent
learning.
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British Values and our Curriculum
The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and
enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to
promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.”
The Government set out its definition of British values in
the 2011 Prevent Strategy, and these values were
reiterated again in 2014. At Saxilby Church of England
Primary School these values are reinforced regularly and
in the following ways:

Democracy
Each year the children decide upon their class rules and the rights associated with these. All the children contribute to
the drawing up of the rules. We have student council, collective worship council, play buddies and student advocates
which meet regularly to discuss issues raised from classes, relating to their areas of responsibility. Children have an
annual questionnaire where they are able to put forward their views about the school.
The Rule of Law
The importance of laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are consistently
reinforced at Saxilby School. Pupils are taught from an early age the rules of the school. There are our class rules,
playground rules and e-safety procedures. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind rules and laws, that they
govern and protect us, the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. Visits from
authorities such as the Police and Fire Service help reinforce this message.
Individual Liberty
At Saxilby Church of England Primary School, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are
in a safe and supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make
informed choices, through a safe environment and an empowering education. Pupils are encouraged to know,
understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advised how to exercise these safely, for example
through our e-safety and PSHE lessons.
Mutual Respect
Mutual respect is at the heart of our values. Children learn that their behaviours have an effect on their own rights and
those of others. All members of the school community treat each other with respect. We believe that respect for the
environment is also of paramount importance and this is promoted through our curriculum.
Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs
Saxilby Church of England Primary School is a village school and we feel that it is critical to actively promote diversity
through our celebrations of different faiths and cultures. Collective Worship, Religious Education lessons and PSHE
lessons reinforce messages of tolerance and respect for others. Members of different faiths and religions are
encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning within classes and the school.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
The school offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities before, during and after school. The children
have the opportunity to take part in a range of sports and music activities as well as our school newspaper
club. We review the clubs regularly so that the needs of our current pupils are met.

Homework
Throughout their time at Saxilby School, pupils from Reception to Year 6 will be encouraged to spend time
at home on their individual study. We ask that children read daily and revise their spellings and Instant
Recall Number Facts. In addition to this, the teachers may ask the children to make or find out more about
a topic. The children also have access to Mathletics, a web based maths program.

Visits and Visitors
We are committed to offering inspirational teaching and learning. Day visits, residential visits and visitors to
school are an essential part of our pupils' learning. We ask parents for voluntary contributions and are lucky
to have such good support to allow all these experiences to go ahead. We have pre-visit evenings for
parents and whilst on the visits we have a blog where parents can see regular updates and pictures.
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